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Dear Parent / Guardian, 

 

I hope you have all had a fantastic summer break and are feeling refreshed and raring to go for another busy 

year. A huge welcome to our newcomers to Owls Class and a welcome back to those of you who were with us last 

year. Unfortunately, I’m not in school this week – after a really enjoyable summer I had to visit hospital last 

week with an appendicitis. I am on the road to recovery but will be out of school at least until the end of this 

week. I have been able to talk with Mrs Eliot and Mrs Fowler who will be covering me and so am confident 

everything should still run smoothly with the children’s return and learning activities.  

 

I would just like to go through a few of our class routines – some of which may be familiar if your child was with 

us last year but there are a few important and new things too.  

 

Class Meeting: 

 

We would like to invite you to a short after school class meeting but given my absence, I will need to confirm a 

date for this next week. This will be an opportunity to go through some of the important information for the 

year ahead. On the day, we will send children down to you on the playground but you may bring them back up for 

the meeting – it may be useful for them to hear the information too! 

I do understand that not everyone will be able to make it – if you cannot make it and would like to speak to me 

another time, I will try to accommodate this.  

 

Staffing: 

 

Mrs Fowler will continue as my teaching assistant for next year. I will be continuing working Monday – 

Thursdays with Mrs Eliot taking the class on Friday mornings and Mr Major taking the class on Friday 

afternoons.  

 

Topic: 

 

Our topic this term is ‘Invasion’, which predominantly is a history based topic focused on the invasion and 

settlement of these islands by the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings. You will find attached a topic web, which will give 

you an outline of some of the things we will be covering in the first term.  

If children have any items they would like to bring in for show and tell, this would be welcomed. However, they 

should be related to what we have been learning about. We would also request that the children have done a 

little research about the item they are showing and can talk about it rather than just showing and that they 

keep to one item per term to ensure fairness – choose carefully!  
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Key experiences (including Forest School): 

 

We are aiming to have a Viking themed dress up day provisionally booked for November. I will let you know very 

shortly. Hopefully, this gives you some advance warning to get a simple costume sorted.   

 

On Wednesday afternoons for the first half term, we will have Forest School. On these days, children can be in 

their Forest School kit all day – comfortable, long sleeved clothes. Waterproof trousers and jackets are highly 

advisable along in a named bag with wellies and a pair of trainers for before and after.  

 

Break times: 

 

The children will have a morning break from 10:40 – 10:55 with Kingfishers, lunchtime between 12:15 and 1:05 

and usually a short break in the afternoons. Please ensure your child has a healthy snack for morning and for 

afternoon break if they wish, which they will take out to eat at break time each day. There is a space just 

outside the classroom for water bottles and we encourage the children to take drinks at break times. Similarly, 

we are encouraging children to take their toilet breaks during break times, rather than in lesson times, which 

can be very disruptive. Your help in encouraging this would also be appreciated.  

 

Reading: 

 

For independent reading, it is extremely important children are reading books, which are matched to their 

individual level of reading competency and as such, we have banded the books in the classroom that children can 

read for their independent reading. Whilst we welcome the exploration of books outside of school, we would 

prefer they stick to these books in school (they can borrow them to read each evening). These books do not 

belong to a scheme so even within their banding may vary in difficulty. We would appreciate your support in 

keeping an eye on what your child is reading ensuring they can read it fluently (they should only need help with 

odd words rather than one or two per sentence) and have an overall understanding of what is happening.   

 

Children will also be given one book per week from the Oxford Reading Tree scheme which we follow. These are 

matched to your child’s current reading level and we encourage these to be read with parents with lots of 

discussion and questioning to develop understanding of language and structure. These books will be given out on 

a Friday and we would like them returned to school no later than the following Wednesday – they are relatively 

short so this should be long enough. As we have a limited amount of these books, they will not receive a new one 

until the last one has been returned! 

 

Reading Records: 

 

We are again giving out reading records for this year. They are a little different from the books last year but 

we hope children and parents will continue to keep records of what they have read and we will reward children 

who regularly bring in their record to show us! We had a good response last year from most children and felt it 

made a significant difference to those children who participated regularly. Any reading can be recorded in this 

– fiction or non-fiction. We look forward to seeing which books you have enjoyed!    

 

We do also sometimes run reading challenges to compliment this, which particularly challenge children to 

complete books and write book reports. There will be prizes and certificates to incentivise participation!  

 

Homework: 

 

This year I have produced a homework task sheet which will outline the homework which should be completed 

each week. Usually homework tasks will begin on a Thursday and will be due in the following Wednesday at the 

latest. Where additional information / resources are needed for completing the homework, these will be 

provided – please ask sooner than later if they haven’t been!  

 

 



We often give a bonus Dojo for early submission of homework (by Monday) and at least one Dojo point will 

always be awarded for completing the homework, as long as children have had a go. A Dojo may be removed 

from your child if homework is consistently not completed, unless there is a genuine reason. We may ask 

children who repeatedly miss homework to complete homework at lunchtimes instead – please be reassured that 

this will only apply when they have repeatedly not handed work in.  

 

Microsoft Teams: 

 

I will be posting various information up onto Microsoft Teams this year (to replace Showbie). I will send 

information on how to link up with this shortly.  

 

Multiplication Tables: 

 

We have a large focus on multiplication and other basic arithmetic in Owls class and a multiplication test will be 

held each week, usually on a Monday. The expectation is that by the end of Year 3 children should know their 

10, 2, 3, 4 and 5 times tables fluently (e.g. without counting through) and by the end of Year 4 they should know 

all tables up to 12 with a rapid recall (at least within 5 seconds). Year 4s will have a statutory multiplication 

check towards the end of the school year so we want to support the children so that they are confident in 

completing this. The benefits of knowing their times tables confidently are invaluable within class work and 

your help in practising tables with your child would be very helpful.  

 

We are signed-up to an app called ‘Times Table Rockstars’ which has always proved to be very popular and can 

make a considerable difference to the speed of children’s recall. I will send out log in details for this shortly. 

 

Spellings: 

 

Children will be given a list of spellings, which cover the whole term but spellings are split into separate weeks. 

The children will be tested each week on a Monday, starting from next Monday (12th September) but every 

fourth week will be tested on a random selection of the words from that 4-week block. The 4-week block 

repeats the spelling patterns with the idea being that children secure their understanding of the pattern 

rather than just the individual words.  

 

PE: 

 

PE will usually be on Thursdays for this term. However, PE kits should be in school all the time as the timetable 

can change from time to time for logistical reasons. Please ensure your child has the correct school PE kit (see 

website for details). PE kits will also be needed for some clubs.  

 

Coats/Jackets: 

 

Given the unpredictable British weather, please ensure your child brings a coat each day so that we can venture 

out for break times if it is wet - we won’t go out if it is pouring!  

 

I hope this letter has been helpful. We look forward to working with your child over the coming year.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr Bridges with help from Mrs Fowler and Mrs Eliiot! 

 

The Owls team! 

 

 

  


